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leadership of Special Counsel Thurgood Mar-
shall, won one of its greatest legal victories 
in the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. 
Board of Education, 374 U.S. 483 (1954); 

Whereas in 1955, NAACP member Rosa 
Parks was arrested and fined for refusing to 
give up her seat on a segregated bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama—an act of courage that 
would serve as the catalyst for the largest 
grassroots civil rights movement in the his-
tory of the United States; 

Whereas the NAACP was prominent in lob-
bying for the passage of the Civil Rights 
Acts of 1957, 1960, and 1964, the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa 
Parks, Coretta Scott King, César E. Chávez, 
Barbara C. Jordan, William C. Velásquez, 
and Dr. Hector P. Garcia Voting Rights Act 
Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 
2006, and the Fair Housing Act, laws that en-
sured Government protection for legal vic-
tories achieved; 

Whereas in 2005, the NAACP launched the 
Disaster Relief Fund to help survivors in 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, Florida, and 
Alabama to rebuild their lives; 

Whereas in the 110th Congress, the NAACP 
was prominent in lobbying for the passage of 
H. Res. 826, whose resolved clause expresses 
that: (1) the hanging of nooses is a horrible 
act when used for the purpose of intimida-
tion and which under certain circumstances 
can be criminal; (2) this conduct should be 
investigated thoroughly by Federal authori-
ties; and (3) any criminal violations should 
be vigorously prosecuted; and 

Whereas in 2008 the NAACP vigorously sup-
ported the passage of the Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crime Act of 2007 (28 
U.S.C. 509 note), a law that puts additional 
Federal resources into solving the heinous 
crimes that occurred in the early days of the 
civil rights struggle that remain unsolved 
and bringing those who perpetrated such 
crimes to justice: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) recognizes the 100th anniversary of the 
historic founding of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People; and 

(2) honors and praises the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple on the occasion of its anniversary for its 
work to ensure the political, educational, so-
cial, and economic equality of all persons. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, today we honor the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, the Nation’s 
oldest and largest civil rights organiza-
tion, on the occasion of its 100th anni-
versary, for a century of unwavering 
commitment to justice and equality 
for all. 

The NAACP, founded on February 12, 
1909, by Ida Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. 
DuBois, Henry Moscowitz, Mary White 
Ovington, Oswald Garrison Villiard and 
William English Walling was indeed a 
labor of diversity. 

Since its inception, the NAACP has 
united students, laborers, profes-
sionals, scholars, officials and others of 
all races to advance its vision of a soci-
ety in which all individuals have equal 
rights and there is no racial hatred or 
racial discrimination. 

Historically, the NAACP may be best 
known for Thurgood Marshall’s suc-
cessful advocacy leading to the water-
shed 1954 Brown v. Board of Education 
decision, in which the Supreme Court 
held that separate educational facili-
ties are inherently unequal. 

The NAACP is also known for the 
work of its chief advocate for more 
than 30 years, Clarence Mitchell, who 
worked to secure the 1957, 1960 and 1964 
Civil Rights Acts, as well as the 1965 
Voting Rights Act and the 1968 Fair 
Housing Act. 

But we salute the NAACP not only 
for these better-known accomplish-
ments, but for all of its efforts to pro-
mote justice and equality for every 
American, throughout the past 100 
years. 

And the NAACP spoke out against 
lynching, challenged racially biased 
Supreme Court justice nominees as 
early as 1930, and pursued non-
discrimination policies in the military, 
in war-related industries, and the rest 
of the Federal Government during the 
world wars. At the height of the Civil 
Rights era, NAACP fought battles ev-
erywhere, on the ground, in the court-
room, and in the United States Con-
gress. 

Finally, in commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the NAACP, we draw in-
spiration as we look to the continued 
work that lies ahead. From Dr. King 
and Coretta Scott King, from Rosa 
Parks, from Medgar Evers and Merlie 
Evers-Williams, from Julian Bond, 
from Kweisi Mfume and from so many 
others who have gone before, and from 
the current leadership of President 
Benjamin Todd Jealous, Washington 
Bureau Directory, Hilary Shelton, and 
Legal Defense Fund President John 
Payton, through whom the NAACP has 
been promoting African American 
graduation and college readiness, pro-
tecting and advancing voting rights 
and identifying solutions to our cur-
rent fiscal crisis. 

As we celebrate the NAACP’s centen-
nial anniversary, I am confident that 
the organization will remain an inte-
gral part of our Nation’s efforts to pro-
tect and promote civil rights for all 
Americans. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. 
Con. Res. 35. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I support House Concur-
rent Resolution 35 which recognizes the 

100th anniversary of the NAACP. For a 
century now, the NAACP has fought to 
bring justice and racial equality to all 
of America. 

In 1917, the NAACP won a legal vic-
tory in the Supreme Court which held 
that States could not restrict and offi-
cially segregate black Americans into 
residential districts. The same year the 
NAACP fought for the right of black 
Americans to be commissioned as offi-
cers in World War I. 

In 1935, NAACP lawyers Charles 
Houston and Thurgood Marshall won a 
legal battle to admit a black student to 
the University of Maryland. 

During World War II, the NAACP led 
the effort that resulted in President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s ordering a non-
discrimination policy in war-related 
industries and Federal employment. 

And in 1948, the NAACP convinced 
President Harry Truman to sign an ex-
ecutive order banning discrimination 
by the Federal Government. 

In 1954, under the leadership of Spe-
cial Counsel Thurgood Marshall, the 
NAACP won one of its greatest legal 
victories in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation, which found segregated schools 
and other educational facilities in the 
United States to be unlawful. 

In 1960, in Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, members of the NAACP Youth 
Council launched a series of nonviolent 
sit-ins at segregated lunch counters. 
The segregation ended. 

The history of America’s modern 
struggle to live up to our constitu-
tional principles includes a major role 
by the NAACP, and it continues to 
champion the cause of social justice 
today. 

It is with pleasure that I join in sup-
porting this concurrent resolution, 
which I hope raises even greater aware-
ness of this organization’s historic con-
tributions to the cause of civil rights. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to yield the balance of my time to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE), 
also a member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Texas 
will control the balance of the time. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield as much time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Texas, 
Congressman AL GREEN. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, in the inner sanctum of my soul, I 
believe that although the arc of the 
moral universe is long, as Dr. King put 
it, it bends toward justice. However, I 
must confess that in the cognitive con-
fines of my cranium, I know that it 
does so because of organizations like 
the NAACP. 

For 100 years, the NAACP has been 
there bending the arc of the moral uni-
verse toward justice for all. From anti- 
lynching legislation to Brown v. Board 
of Education, to the election of the 
44th President of this Nation, the 
NAACP has been there. 

For 100 years, it’s been there because 
of brave and noble Americans who 
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